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July 29, 2005

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Redistribution of Spectrum to the 2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service
Providers, Docket No. IB 05-221

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Virginia’s Region 2000, is a regional, public-private economic development partnership based in
Lynchburg, Virginia with a constituency throughout the greater Lynchburg area’s emerging
high-tech corridor. This letter is submitted in support of several of our member companies with
regard to the above-referenced matter.

The attached letter from Advanced Manufacturing Technology Inc. and Microwave Circuits Inc.
was previously sent under separate cover directly to your office. It sets forth the position of
these constituent companies on the redistribution of the Mobile Satellite Service spectrum and its
potential impact on the availability of critical communications services for public safety and
homeland security.

These companies are leading the development of several innovative technologies with near-term
homeland security and public-safety applications. They believe that any regulatory impediment
to a robust 2x10 MHz infrastructure for the existing MSS licensees will greatly retard the
development of these applications.

Virginia’s Region 2000 supports the initiatives of these companies and asks that FCC consider
the impact of this spectrum redistribution on public safety and the important role that robust
MSS systems will play in forthcoming advanced security applications.

Thank you for your attention.

%ncerzz
wd If V
uc?(cO b

Executive Director
Virginia’s Region 2000 Economic Development Council

434-847-1447 «434-847-1455 (FAX)
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Ms. Marlene H Dortch

Secrejary f

Federal Communications Commission

445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

July 35,2005 |
i

Re: | Redistribution of Spectrum to the 2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service
| Providers, Docket No. IB 05-221

Dear Ms Dortch:
|

We the undersigned, along with our various component suppliers and subcontractors,
constitute a consortium of Virginia-based technology firms who design, develop and
wpﬂy—m&tyagpﬁe&ﬁe&swmmmwmpzmofmm.mm
Security and would like to bring to your attention the importance of the above-referenced
matter with respect to future homeland security initiatives.

' |
In June, the FCC issued a public notice the outcome of which - we believe - will directly
impact the future of homeland security for the American people.' Specifically, the FCC
is seeking comment on whether to distribute additional spectrum 1o two existing Mobile
Satellite Systems (MSS) licensees so that 2x10 MHz of spectrum is available for each of
these:systems, or whether this spectrum should be reassigned to a new entrant, or
reallocated for other uses.

As dévelopers of homeland security communications applications, we belicve it is
imperative that the Commission create a regulatory regime that enables the development
of communications systems that are ubiquitous across the nation, fully redundant and
reliable and have spfficient capacity to carry critical communications services for public
safety and homeland security. In our experience, any impediment to the development of
advanced communications applications, particularly in the wireless area, retards the
deplayment of these innovative services. Legacy networks are unable to support the types
of advanced security applications being developed by leading technology innovators.
Advanced security, applications should not be dependent on networks with a variety of
protocols, varied bandwidth, competing commercial priorities and products and tenuous
interconnection arrangements. The Commission has an opportunity in this proceeding to
avoid these impediments - which by their very nature take time and resources to work
around - by ensuring a next generation, ubiquitous nation-wide wireless system. Such a

! Public Notice, Commission Invites Comments Coneerning Use of Portions of Returned
2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service Frequencies, FCC 05-134 (June 29, 2005); Public Notice,
Commission Invites Comments Concerning Use of Portions of Returned 2 GHz Mobile
Sarellite Service Frequencies, FCC 05-133 (June 29, 2005).
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